The Australian Prisoners’

ELECTION NEWSPAPER

| see no criminals. | see before me political prisoners.
— Chris Dubrow, iNsuRge

Welcome to the Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper.

Why an election newspaper for prisoners? Isn't there already far too
much election news in the rest of the media? Why should prisoners
have their own election newspaper when boilermakers, Buddhists,
bisexuals or the blind apparently don’t need one just for them?

Although politicians often speak about prisoners - especially during
election campaigns - they very rarely speak to them. Instead of trying
to win the votes of this rapidly growing segment of the Australian
population, the big parties seem happier to deny them the right to
vote at all. The Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper tries to
redress this problem by offering political parties the chance to explain
what they will do for prisoners, instead of just saying what they will do
to them.

So in this issue you will find messages for prisoners from the

Coalition, ALP, Democrats, Greens and Socialist Alliance. They still
don't speak to you? Well give them a chance, they don't get much
practice talking to prisoners and still have their training wheels on.

Hopefully the Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper will prompt our
politicians to think a little harder about what they are telling their
imprisoned fellow citizens. Maybe what's needed is a demographic
label, like aspirational inmate, to help them develop policies than are
less hostile towards the 24,000 Australians who will be spending
‘Election 2004’ behind bars.

Also in the Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper is an
announcement of the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Part 1b of the Federal Crimes Act. Should all federal prisoners be
treated the same way - no matter which state tries and convicts them
- or should their treatment be in line with that of other prisoners in that
state? If you've got an opinion, why not tell the ALRC - especially if
you're a federal prisoner.

And the Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper is proud to be able
to announce a new paper, the first Australia wide publication for
prisoners by prisoners. Its intended that the paper will be distributed
free to all Australian prisoners each month from December 2004.

Almost all of the content of the paper will be written either by
prisoners or on their behalf by friends or family members. It will
include articles, commentary, poetry, personal accounts, short stories
and letters to the editor on any topic - whether or not related
specifically to life in prison. It is hoped that the paper will allow
prisoners to take on subjects that are important to them rather than
just responding to issues imposed on them from the other side of the
bars.

The new paper was inspired by the editor of UK's Inside Time, Eric
McGraw, during his visit to Justice Action last July. Inside Time was a
product of the Woolf Inquiry into the 1990 riots at Strangeways prison,
which emphasised the importance of ensuring that prisoners have a
free channel of communication to the outside world. Since then the
paper has gone from strength to strength and is now a self funded
bimonthly tabloid newspaper with a wide readership both inside and
outside British prisons. As well as articles by prisoners, the paper
contains responses to prisoner complaints by authorities and enough
paid advertisement to cover printing and distribution costs.

So if you're in prison, have something to say, and think you can say it
in 1000 words or less, why not look for the ad in this newspaper and
write to The Prisoners Paper, PO Box 386, Broadway, NSW 2007. It
is hoped that there will be enough room to print every work submitted
by prisoners, although some pieces may have to be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or defamation laws.

It is hoped that the paper will allow prisoners to tell the rest of us what
they think of life inside and help them to practice and promote their
own writing skills. After all, famous Australian writers like Mark
‘Chopper’ Read and Gregory David Roberts started their writing
careers in prison. Will you be the next one to swap the pen’ for a pen?
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Prisoner’s voting rights
in Election 2004

What steps are being taken by the Australian Electoral

Commission to provide prisoners with the opportunity to vote

at the federal election, and what do they need to do to access

this opportunity and fulfil their constitutional obligations?

From information supplied by Australian Electoral Commission

In addition to any
arrangements that
correctional institutions,
authorities and prisoner
representative groups and
bodies may be
undertaking to facilitate
voting at the 2004 federal
election, the AEC has
arranged a number of
mobile polling teams to
take the votes of
detainees. (listed below)

Some prisoners may
already be registered as
general postal voters
under the Commonwealth
Electoral Act, meaning
that their ballot papers
would be mailed to them
automatically.

For those eligible electors
in prisons unable to
access mobile polling

teams, they may apply for
a postal vote. Postal Vote
Applications are available
at any AEC Office or Post
Office or can be printed
from the AEC website
should families and
friends of prisoners wish
to assist access. In many
cases the local office of
the AEC will also have
provided postal vote
applications to their local
prison.

A further check with all
AEC Head Offices in all
States and Territories
shows that either mobile
polling will be available, or
stocks of Postal Vote
Applications have already
been delivered by local
AEC offices to prisons
where mobile polling is
not available.
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PRISONS WITH MOBILE POLLING BOOTHS:

Belconnen Remand Centre

Bathurst Correctional Centre
Cessnock Correctional Centre
Parramatta Correctional Complex
Silverwater Prison _Metropolitan Remand Centre
Mulawa Correctional Centre

Alice Springs Correctional Centre
Darwin Correctional Centre

Melbourne Assessment Prison
Casuarina Prison

Karnet Prison Farm

Hakea Prison Complex (units 6 - 10)
Hakea Prison Complex (units 1 - 5)
Broome Regional Prison

Roebourne Regional Prison

Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison
Albany Regional Prison

Greenough Regional Prison

Bandyup Women'’s Prison

Boronia Pre-release Centre for Women




GREENS

DEMOCRATS

The Australian Democrats
have a long history of
advocating for equal
access to justice for all
Australians.

Massive funding cuts to
Legal Aid under the
Howard Government have
seen more people pleading
guilty because they feel
they have no option; an
increase in the number of
self-litigants; and deeper
entrenchment of existing
inequalities.

The Democrats call for:

* \oting rights for all prisoners (except
those convicted of treason)

* An urgent injection of funding into Legal
Aid and Community Legal Centres

« All interpreters to be funded by the
Commonwealth

* Alternative sentencing models to be
prioritised, especially to keep families
together

* Adequate support for prisoners and their
families including comprehensive post-
release programs

* Increased Commonwealth investment in
community legal education

Indigenous Australians are now over 15
times more likely to be imprisoned than

other Australians.

The Democrats call for:

* The abolition of all sentences under 6
months, which would reduce the number
of Indigenous people in prison by
54%over one year in NSW alone.

* The long-overdue implementation of the
recommendations of the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in
Custody

* Increased, long-term funding for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Legal Services — not mainstream
tendering

* Injection of funding into the Bush Court
system in remote communities

While over-policing of minor offences sees
Indigenous women over-represented in jalil
they suffer from under-policing when victims.

The Democrats call for a specific national
strategy to address the disproportionate
effects of detention of Indigenous women
including a focus on policing trends and
holistic alternatives to imprisonment, eg.
Healing Centres (Canada), and facilities to
keep mothers with children.

LIBERAL PARTY

The Coalition’s justice policy will be available on the website or, upon request, in
hard copy. The policy was not available at time of printing. Michael Barrett.
PO Box 6004, Kingston ACT 2604. www.liberal.org.au

SOCIALIST ALLIANCE




